May Meetings 


Bob Drewes at work in Northern Kenya 


Dates & Times: 

Matinee, 2:30 p.m., Wednesday, May 9 
Evenings, 8:00 p.m., Wednesday and 
Thursday, May 9 and 10 

Place: 

May Treat Morrison Auditorium 
Speaker: 

Robert Drewes 


Subject: 
“An Academy Naturalist in East Africa” 


Ever wonder what it’s like to conduct field 
work as a naturalist on location in East 
Africa — one of the world’s most beautiful 
wild spots? Join Academy herpetologist 
Bob Drewes at this month’s members’ 
meeting and catch a glimpse of his experi- 
ences in the field of Northern Kenya. 


Drewes, who recently returned from a 
month’s stay in Zambia, lived in Africa for 
a year and has been back numerous times 
during the past ten years, once as a mem- 
ber of the Academy’s Hoggar Expedition 
which crossed the Sahara Desert. His ex- 
tensive field work has taken him to such 
places as Ghana, Sudan, through the Som- 
ali Arid Zone and more. 


Bob Drewes, who is Assistant Curator of the 


Academy’s Herpetology Department, is a 
Ph.D. candidate at UCLA, a Research Asso- 
ciate of the National Museums of Kenya, 
and an Elder of Africa’s Rendille tribe. In 
the past he served as Assistant Director of 
Nairobi Snake Park. 
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Don’t miss Drewes’ special slide-illustrated 
presentation (“‘an East African potpourri” 
as the speaker puts it) that will take you on 
location in the African wilds. As usual, there 
will be three presentations of the meeting. 
Please show your membership cards at the 


entrance to the Academy. 


The Academy is pleased to announce the 
national opening of the major traveling 
exhibit, Creativity — The Human Resource 
on May 1, in the Peterson-McBean Galleries. 
To celebrate its 100th birthday, Chevron 
has assembled this fascinating look at the 
last 100 years of creativity in America in the 
fields of science, medicine, technology, the 


visual and performing arts, and in architec- 


ture and design. Creativity features the 
ideas of such artists and scientists as 
Melvin Calvin, Judy Chicago, Buckminster 
Fuller, Jasper Johns, and Jonas Salk, to 
name a few, and offers displays of their 
actual work materials . . . notebooks, 
sketches, diagrams and models to give you 
special insight into the workings of these 
creative minds. Also included in the exhibit 
is a film on the effect of environment on 
creativity, presentations on videotape, a 
creative databank and computer games to 
stimulate and challenge your own creativity. 


Creativity — The Human Resource continues 


at the Academy through August 19. 


Continuing special exhibits at the Academy 
include Ice Age Art, the Hand of Man, and 
color photography exhibits on Bali, Farallon 
Islands and the Galapagos Islands. 


See In Search of Ancient Astronomers, 
Morrison Planetarium’s daily sky show that 
takes you on a world-wide journey to cen- 
tury-old monuments including Stonehenge, 
the Egyptian pyramids and others to dis- 
cover what the ancients knew about astron- 
omy. The daily sky shows can be seen each 
Monday through Friday at 2 p.m. or on 
weekends at 12:30, 2 and and 3:30 p.m. 
Evening shows are each Wednesday and 


Thursday at 7:30. 


On Saturday and Sunday mornings at 

11 a.m. Morrison Planetarium presents 
Exploring the Skies of the Season, a 50- 
minute overview of the current night sky. 


Laserium 


Special Event 


Travel through the cosmos as a passenger 
on the Laserium Starship! The new laser 
light concert Laserium Starship, shown on 
weekends at Morrison Planetarium, com- 
bines special effects and advanced optics 
with space music from “Star Wars” and 
“Close Encounters of the Third Kind” plus 
more to create a thrilling one hour not-to- 
be-missed space experience. 


You can also see The Best of Laserium, the 
cosmic laser light concert where vivid color 
images are set dancing to music against a 
background of stars, on the weekends at 
Morrison Planetarium. 


The Laserium time schedule is 7:30, 9 or 
10:30 p.m. on Fridays; 5, 7:30, 9 or 10:30 
p.m. on Saturdays; and 5, 7:30 or 9 p.m. on 
Sundays. Be sure to call 752-4264 to find 
out at which time you can see Laserium 
Starship or The Best of Laserium. Admission 
to all performances is $3.25. Advance tickets 
can be purchased at all BASS outlets. Re- 
maining tickets go on sale at the plane- 
tarium box-office one-half hour before 
showtime. Membership passes are not 
usable for this attraction. 


The California Academy of Sciences is 
pleased to announce its participation in San 
Francisco's own Alternative Energy Week, 
April 29 through May 6, with a full day of 
free programs on Saturday, May 5 in the 
Morrison Auditorium. 

10:00 a.m. — ‘‘Wind: Past, Present & Poten- 
tial’, includes a slide presentation by Peter 
Zeigler, windmill manufacturer, which de- 
tails wind resources worldwide. This will 


_ spark a discussion among a panel of archi- 


tects, engineers, and representatives of re- 

source agencies on current and future wind 
technology and applications including water 
pumping and electrical power generation. 


Noon: Dr. John McCosker, Director of Stein- 
hart Aquarium, will describe the proposed 
plans to use solar power at the Academy, in 
particular to heat the aquarium and Fish 
Roundabout, and discuss other energy sav- 
ing techniques used around the museum. 
1:00 to 5:00 p.m. — Continuous films and 
slide shows on all aspects of alternative 
energy methods. 


For a complete schedule of Alternative 
Energy Week events, call the Environmental 
Action Clearinghouse at (415) 474-5080 or 
the Solar Hotline at (415) 777-1987. 


MARGARET MEAD MEMORIAL 
FILM FESTIVAL 


May 12, 1979 marks the date for the 
Margaret Mead Memorial Film Festival, 
presented by the Fine Arts Museums of 
San Francisco and the California Acad- 
emy of Sciences, to be held at the 
Academy’s Morrison Auditorium in 
Golden Gate Park from 10 a.m. to 

4:30 p.m. The day’s events feature: 


10:00-10:30 - Lecture: 

Margaret Mead Cultural Comparisons 
Barbara G. Myerhoff — Chair, 
Department of Anthropology 
University of Southern California 


10:30-12:30 — Films: 

Margaret Mead’s New Guinea Journal 
Number Our Days 

Barbara G. Myerhoff and Lynne Littman 


1:30-2:00 — Lecture: 

Developments in the Use of Films as a 
Tool of Anthropology 

James Lowell Gibbs, Jr. — 

Professor of Anthropology 

Stanford University 


2:00-4:30 — Films: 

The Cows of Doloken Paye 
James Lowell Gibbs, Jr., and 
Martin Silverman 


Shadow Catcher 

Edward S. Curtis 

Margaret Mead: Portrait of a Friend 
Jean Rouch 


Admission is $3, which includes entrance 
into the California Academy of Sciences. 
For tickets call the Program Office, Fine 

Arts Museums at 387-9432. 


Education and Travel Notes 


June 10-15 


A small group of Academy members will 
be participating in this six-day trek start- 
ing from the Academy steps and proceed- 
ing along the Pacific Coast Trail to Point 
Reyes. Walking distance is approximately 
45 miles. Scheduled overnight locations 
include dormitory facilities at Fort Cronkite 
and the Audubon Canyon Ranch with a 
group camping at Alice Eastwood Camp 
in Muir Woods, Wildcat Camp and the 
Coast Camp on Point Reyes. Natural his- 
tory instruction, food (except lunches), 

| cooking utensils, and return transporta- 
tion will be provided. Cost is $95 per 

_ person, advance reservations required. 
Members only. Reduced rates are avail- 

- able for families (minimum age is 12). 


Indian Lands of the Southwest: 

A Symposium 

Saturday, May 5 

10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

This one-day symposium is designed to 
provide a background in geology and an- 
thropology for those interested in Northern 
Arizona and especially for the participants 
on the Academy sponsored Southwest 
Pueblo Trip. Featured speakers are Mr. 
Charles Chesterman on Arizona geology, 
Dr. Dorothy Washburn on the archeology of 
the region and Donna Ottosen on the arts 
and crafts of Southwest Indians. Demonstra- 
tions of Hopi and Navajo crafts are slated 
for the afternoon. Admission is $10 for 
members and $15 for non-members. 
Advance reservations are required. 


Point Reyes 

Saturday, May 12 

8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

Point Reyes and the San Andreas fault are 
areas of great geologic interest. On this 


| 


one-day bus trip, we will compare the for- 
mations on each side of the fault while walk- 
ing the ‘Earthquake Trail’. Dr. Peter Rodda, 
Chairman of the Academy’s Geology De- 
partment, will be the leader. Bring your own 
lunch for our noon time stop at the Point 
Reyes National Seashore Heaquarters. Re- 
freshments will be provided. Advance res- 
ervations required. $10, members only. 


The Visible Universe | 

May 15-June 5 (four Tuesdays) 

7:30-9:30 p.m. 

Join us as we view the constellations and 
planets of the various seasons as seen from 
San Francisco and other latitudes on earth. 
During the course we will also learn how to 
use a Star finder, to identify the seasonal 
planets and stars. The yearly motions of the 
moon, tides, the sun and the planets will 
complete our view of the visible universe. 
Taught by Michael Bennett, lecturer for the 
Morrison Planetarium. $15 for individuals, 
$25 for families, non-members add $5. 


The Geysers 

Saturday, June 2 

8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

P.G. & E. operates the world’s largest geo- 
thermal plant in the rolling hills east of 
Cloverdale. We will travel by bus through 
the flower-covered hills of northeastern 
Sonoma County to the Geysers where we 
harnessed to make electricity. After a 
picnic at the Geysers, there will be a stop 
at Souverain Winery for a glass of wine and 
a tour. The cost is $6 per person and in- 
cludes a box lunch for the picnic as well as 
refreshments. Members only; advance 
reservations required. | 


Academy Research Collections: 
Techniques and Methods 

June 5-July 10 (six Tuesdays) 

7:00-10:00 p.m. 

What is a research collection and what is 
its purpose? How are the specimens col- 


lected, preserved, catalogued, and labeled? 


These questions will be the focus of this 
workshop series exploring the various tech- 
niques and methods of preparing, storing, 
and handling research collections. Each 
department will present its curatorial 
methods for perserving specimens with an 
opportunity for student participation in the 


actual preparation. The life forms to be 
emphasized include plants, insects, inverte- 
brates, fish, fossils, mollusks, reptiles, am- 
phibians, birds and mammals. Enrollment 
will be limited to 12 students. Cost is $30 
per person, members only. Advance 
reservations required. 


Bodega Marine Laboratory 

Friday, June 8 

11:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

Located on the outer coast of Bodega Head 
in Sonoma County, the Bodega Marine 
Laboratory is a research and teaching 
facility operated by the University of Cali- 
fornia. Our visit to this modern research sta- 
tion will include a tour of current marine 
biology research projects. Specific aqua- 
culture studies have been initiated toward 
commercial possibilities with crabs, prawns, 
shrimp and lobsters. We will depart from 
the Academy at 11:30 a.m. and return about 
5:00 p.m. Cost is $7 per person, advance 

— reservations required. Members only. 
Ecuador and Galapagos Islands 

June 16-July 7 

Fifteen Academy members will be exploring 


this unique region of South America and the 


Pacific on a tour led by naturalist Bob Nan- 
son. Ocean travel in the Galapagos will be 
aboard the yacht Isabela. Additional trip 
highlights include exploration of the highest 
peak in Ecuador, visits to Indian markets, 
and several days aboard the “‘flotel”’ 
Orellana in the Amazon basin, with canoe 
trips to learn about Indian cultures and rain 
forest ecology. Cost: $1,790 plus air fares. 
For additional information call Nature Ex- 
peditions International at (415) 328-6572. 


Highlights of Astronomy 

First Course: June 28-July 12 

(three Thursdays) 

Second Course: July 18-August 1 

(three Wednesdays) 

7:00-9:00 p.m. 

Have you ever wondered about the position 
of the earth in the cosmic scheme of 
things? The expansion of the universe? The 
distance of the stars? What black holes 
really are? Or when the sun will expand to 
swallow the earth? Join Dr. Lee Simon as 
he instructs this short, three-session course 
on astronomy. Cost is $10 per person, $20 
per family, advance reservations required. 


Bristlecone Pines _ 

June 29-July 2 

An excursion to the Ancient Bristlecone 
Pine Forest on the eastern side of the Sierra 
Nevada is the highlight of this four-day bus 
trip led by Charles Chesterman. Lodging 
will be at Mammoth Lakes, and daily side 
trips include Mono Lake, the ghost town of 
Bodie and a travertine mine. The unique 
geology and structure of the Mono Basin 
will be a major theme of the tour. The cost 
is $106 per person double occupancy; $130 
single occupancy; and will include three 
nights lodging, breakfasts, lunches and 
transportation. Advance reservations are 
required. Members only. (This trip is now 
full — call the Academy’s Education/ Travel 
Office to be placed on wait list). 


Southwest Pueblo Country Il 

June 30-July 8 

Our second trip in the Southwest Indian 
Cultures Series will concentrate on the In- 
dians of Northern Arizona. Dr. Dorothy 
Washburn will lead the group on a nine-day 
loop trip from Phoenix to include the Hopi 
Mesas, the annual Hopi Crafts Show, a jeep 
tour of Canyon de Chelly, Indian Pow-wow 
dances, a boat trip on Lake Powell, the 
Grand Canyon, and many archeological 
sites. Cost: $675. For information call Gul- 
liver’s Travel (415) 346-4400. Trip partici- 
pants will be given free admission to the 
one-day symposium on the Indian Lands of 
the Southwest presented Saturday, May 5 
at the Academy (see announcement in this 
newsletter). 


High Altitude Ecology: 

Mount Rainier, Washington 

August 4-11 

Mount Rainier National Park will be the set- 
ting for this week long field study under the 
direction of Dr. David Kavanaugh, Academy 
entomologist. The focus of the trip is the 
ecology of the alpine zone including the 
fauna of permanent snowfields. Adequate 
physical fitness will be required in order to 
hike at these high elevations and participate 
in a class on basic snowclimbing. Participa- 
tion in on-going entomological research 
conducted by the leader will be an added 
feature. A climb to the summit of Mt. Rainier 
will conclude this active program. Cost is 
$325 per person. Advance reservations re- 
quired. 
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Dr. & Mrs F 
Dr. Stuart A. Ritchings 


East African Safari 

September 5-October 2 

Tanzania, the Seychelles Islands in the 
Indian Ocean and Kenya are the prime 
destinations for this tour led by Academy 
naturalist Bob Drewes. This is the first time 
in several years that the Academy has been 
able to offer this unique trip to both Tan- 
zania and Kenya. Nine National Parks are 
included in the itinerary. Wildlife photog- 
raphers will have wonderful opportunities 
to capture African species on film. Olduvai 
Gorge, site where Australopithecus and 
many artifacts of early man were uncov- 
ered, will be a special attraction on this 
28-day adventure. Cost including air fare 
from San Francisco, is $3,885. 


For more information or to make a reserva- 
tion of any of the above classes or trips, 
please call the Education/Travel Office at 
the Academy, 221-5100, ext. 211 or 215 
unless otherwise specified. 


Advance Notice of Monthly Meetings: 


June 13 and 14 — Underwater photographer, 
Carl Roessler, presents ‘‘Rainbow on the 
Reef”. 
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